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Dear parishioners and friends of St. Joseph & St. John Pastorate,

Although I am standing in the new St. John the Baptist Church under construction, I think 
this is a good symbol of what we are about as the pastorate of St. Joseph and St. John the 
Baptist.  We are coming together to build a new way of being a church – a pastorate where 
we come together to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  This “construction” project 
uses the “living stones” that is us, members of the Body of Christ to build our pastorate.  
This Pastorate Vision Plan is the blueprint for this way of being church.  

Over the past few months, as a part of Bishop Doherty’s Uniting in Heart pastoral plan, 
I’ve gathered with leaders in our pastorate to discern goals and milestones based on your 
feedback with our parish survey and the Bishop’s Uniting in Heart 2030 plan.  This plan 
includes specific pastorate activities for our pastorate to engage in over the course of 
the next three years to help our pastorate grow and transform.  Our focus is on creating 
missionary disciples that build up the Kingdom of God using the pillars of Mission, 
Community, and Witness.  

This three-year rolling plan will be the guiding document for decisions made at the 
pastorate, and it also will guide our pastoral and finance councils in their work.  There 
is much to be done, and this plan will give us clear direction.  Our path forward includes 
something for everyone at the pastorate — from those who are new to those who have 
been part of our community for years.  

Please read this plan carefully so that you know the next steps that our parish is taking 
and how you can be part of our future.  This is an exciting time for our pastorate and our 
diocese, and I am grateful for your commitment to our community and to Christ.  

I ask for your prayers as we come together, Uniting in Heart, to build our pastorate.  May 
God abundantly bless you!  

Peace and Blessings,

Fr. Dennis Goth
Missionary Pastor

Fr. Dennis Goth
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MISSION & VALUES
Our Sacred Mission
We are the people of God uniting in the heart of Jesus Christ.  To be true disciples of 
Christ, we are committed to deepening our relationship with Him through daily personal 
prayer, and Scripture reading, that will only strengthen our parish community as a whole.   

The Values that Guide our Pastorate Vision Plan
Mission:
• We will build on a culture of encounter where people experience Christ in the Liturgy, 

Scriptures, and community.
• We will deepen our personal relationship with Christ through intentional times of 

prayer each day.
• We will walk with the youth and young adults of our parish to help them grow deep 

roots of faith.
• We will build missionary disciples by providing a variety of opportunities for all to 

discover a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that inspires action.
• We will create a culture of vocations where all are encouraged and accompanied as 

they seek to do God’s Will in their life.

Community:
• We will foster a “Culture of Belonging” where those in our parish family, all 

newcomers, all who visit our church, and all who just inquire about our parish will 
know of our hospitality and that we are a parish family that cares.

• We will be recognized as a Christ-centered, continuously growing, and loving 
community dedicated to compassionate outreach to anyone in need of spiritual, 
physical, and emotional comfort.

Witness:
• We will collectively continue to learn, grow, and teach each other the wisdom of the 

Gospel and celebrate our faith with joy.

• We will witness to our personal relationship with Jesus Christ with all those we meet.

• We will strive to serve all of those in need in our parish, our community, and our world.

• We will develop outreach to Catholics who are not active in our faith community.
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He was praying in a certain place, 
and when he had finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray just as John taught his 
disciples.” Luke 11:1

As disciples of Jesus Christ, prayer must be ever on our lips.  Through 
prayer, we adore God and make our requests known to Him.  We 
offer Him thanks and praise, and we seek the intercession of Jesus 
and the saints.  The community of St. Joseph & St. John Pastorate 
desires to grow in deeper relationship with the Trinity by fostering 
an active prayer life that begins first and foremost with the highest 
act of prayer:  the Mass.  But prayer is not just meant to happen 
at church.  To be true disciples of Christ, we are committed to 
deepening our relationship with Him through daily personal prayer 
— an act that will only strengthen our parish community as a whole.    

GOAL: Develop a well-rounded grief ministry to walk with parishioners experiencing loss by 
December 31, 2024.  

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Establish an Annual Mass of Remembrance to provide an opportunity for parishioners to gather and pray 
together for those they have lost (November 2022).

• Create a Pastorate Grief Committee (Spring 2022).

• Create opportunities for fellowship and sharing for those experiencing loss by creating a network of 
parishioners to share notices of loss with (Fall 2022).  These might include dinners, cards, follow-up calls, and 
prayer gatherings. 

GOAL: Empower the youth to proclaim as missionary disciples by establishing a regular 
program for faith, fellowship, and formation by the Spring of 2022.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Create a Youth Advisory Board composed of at least one teen and an adult from each parish, Youth Minister 
from each parish, and the Director of Evangelization, (Spring 2022).

• Leverage our youth’s participation in 4-H, FFA, and other programs to be missionary disciples.

• Establish at least monthly opportunities for Formation in education, prayer, moral life and witness the Gospel 
(Spring 2023).

• Create opportunities for service to the local and broader community during the summer (Summer 2024).

MISSION
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Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. 
Romans 12:13

St. Joseph & St. John Pastorate desires to develop a culture of hospitality in which Jesus Christ is 
encountered by all those who approach our doors — be it physically or virtually.  As a community of 
disciples of the One who counseled, “I was … a stranger, and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35), we seek to 
foster a culture where all are welcome, and where faith is ignited and strengthened.  In all that we do, 
we seek to invite all people to Christ by leading with charity, humility and kindness.

GOAL: Establish 3 to 5 initiatives related to hospitality to be a welcoming and inviting 
pastorate by December 31, 2024.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Establish a Mass Hospitality Ministry that will include parking lot assistance, a welcome station, and greeters 
(Fall 2022).

• Create a Hospitality Committee to welcome new families and individuals, while reaching out to families across 
the pastorate, and provide connection and warmly invite to all pastorate opportunities (Fall 2023).

• Create opportunities to celebrate new parishioners by sharing information in the bulletin, visit new 
parishioners, and have new parishioner events (Fall 2024).

GOAL: Host 3 to 5 events annually to strengthen young families in the pastorate through 
faith, fellowship, and fun by December 31, 2024.

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Establish an annual Advent and Lenten Reflection for families that includes a prayer experience, teaching, 
discussion, and craft. (Advent 2022).

• Create fun family 
events hosted at 
the parish to build 
community such as:   
Card Party, Date Night, 
Shared Baby-Sitting, 
Movie Night, Bowling, 
Hayrides, etc. (Fall 
2023).

• Establish small groups 
of fathers and mothers 
to study the church 
documents and reflect 
on the home as the 
Domestic Church.

COMMUNITY
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As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are not meant to keep our love for him to ourselves.  On the contrary, we 
are called to “go … and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).  Jesus was sent by the Father into the world to save us, and 
St. Joseph & St. John Pastorate is committed to equipping and inspiring our parishioners to share this 
salvific message with those who do not yet believe.  As Jesus himself said, He is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life, and no one goes to the Father except through Him (Jn 14:6)!     

GOAL: Create disciples by empowering and engaging adults of the pastorate by providing a 
variety of Adult Formation opportunities each year, by December 31, 2024.    

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Create at least two new Adult Formation opportunities each year (beginning Fall 2022).  These events might 
include workshops, guest speakers, day pilgrimages, and Bible Studies.

• Establish a Pastorate-Wide faith sharing small group six-week program that meets in the Fall and the Spring.  

GOAL: Develop a plan for outreach and evangelization to our local community to include 1 
to 3 parish-wide efforts annually by December 31, 2024.  

Some of the important milestones and strategies that will aid in the fulfillment of this priority are:

• Support local organizations that address the needs of the community with direct outreach (Spring 2022).

• Create a Pastorate-Wide evangelization effort using programs such as “The 99” and others, beginning in the 
Fall of 2022.

• Provide concrete ways for parishioners to support our Sister Parish and other causes.  Include opportunities for 
young families and teens to get involved (Fall 2023). 

• Educate ministry leaders in the mission and vision of our parish, especially as their ministry contributes to our 
parish goals (Spring 2024).

• Develop an annual community celebration such as a Picnic, Carnival, Festival (Summer 2024).  

WITNESS
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ANNIVERSARY MEAL
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PASTORATE VISION PLAN
Pastorate of Sts Joseph and John the Baptist

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
335 MILL ST
TIPTON, IN 46072-1404

Father of Mercy, through the gift of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you promise to make all things new. Open our hearts and minds during this time of diocesan and parish 
renewal, and endow us with your gifts...

 of Grace .....................................We Pray O Lord 
 of Wisdom .................................We Pray O Lord 
 of Courage ................................We Pray O Lord

Show us the way...

 to Discernment ..........................Help Us O Lord 
 to Unity ......................................Help Us O Lord 
 to Hospitality .............................Help Us O Lord 
 to Loving Kindness ....................Help Us O Lord 
 to Serve Others .........................Help Us O Lord 
 to Proclaim Your Holy Word ....Help Us O Lord

Let us pray: Help us all to respond to our baptismal grace to make disciples of all people. Help us, O 
Lord, to learn, love and live Christ’s mission so we can hand on your gifts to future generations. Send out 
your Spirit and renew your Church. 

Uniting in Heart, and through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, St. Joseph, the Apostles and 
the Saints, we ask you to hear our prayer and grant us your graces through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.


